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came from tlie Me Ing forest, aml had a total length of 62 feet, 
mkl-girtli of 10 feet 6 inclies and ciibic content of 427 cnbie feet. 
Thi.Sj howeyerj is beaten by a Eiirniese log, whicli liad a total Jength 
of 82 feet 6 iiiches, a mid-girtli of 10 feet, and ciibic content of 
515.6 ciihic feet. As the aiithor remarks, Juid systejnatic iiieasiire- 
racnts of large teak trees been inade in the earJy days, no doubt 
sorae striking data would have been obtained. 

Tlie raeasureoients of a nuinber of other large trees are giveiij 
several of which exeeed records published elsewbere. Tlie largest 
of all tliese is a mai maka (Afzeiia xylocaTpa ), wbicli is repoited 
to have a. girtli racasurement of 51 feet 8 incbes; a trnly enormous 
tree, Tlie rccords of one exeeptioiially large takien (Hopca 
oclQrata), show a girtli of 34 feet 4 inclies aiid a height of 210 feet 
Iii this case, lioweverj tliere is a note tbat tbe tree is Ficua-bound''j 
and it is not stated whetber the ineasnrements inciudc the fig or not. 

There are two small errors in geographical iiaines: Ohe Honi 
(p. 825) should be Clie Hoiru and Peteliahuri (p. 326) shoiild be 
Petchabun. 

Mr. Boiirke-EmTowes has done well to piit these measure- 
menta on record and we hope his paper will stimulata Forest Officei's 
and others to publish further records of tlie kiud. 

A. K. 


OBITUARY. 
Caul Roebelen, 


The late Carl Roebeleii must be placed among the small hand 
of fainouB orchid hunters, siich as Wai‘cewiez, Roczl and Micholit^j 
wliOj at risk of life and lirab, ransacked the tropies for plants to supply 
the great demand for orchids in Europe. Tlie g:Jden age of the 
orchid hunter was the period 1875 to 1890. During those years a 
constant succession of new and beautiful orchids appeared in the 
European markets. Since tlien striking novelties have becorae 
scarce and the orcliid fancier has tuiTied liis attitude to liybridizing 
the known species. 

Carl Koebelen was born in Geisslingen (Wurttemherg)j on 
Jaimary 19th, 1855. He sorved his liorticultural apprentieeship in 
the Roya] Gardens of tlia King of Wurttemhcrg at FdediTckshafeTi. 
Later he gained expei‘ience in vavious other largo gardeiis in Qerriianyj 
Switzer]and and France, 

Iii tlie Spri ng of 1880 he enfcered the services of Messrs. 
F. Sander & Co*, the great orcJiid iniporters of St. Albans. Tliis flrra 
sent him to the Philippines, where he discovered many fine ordiids. 
The niost famous of tbese is Vanda Sandcriana. Hia name was 
corainemorated amoog Philippine orelncls, in Aerides Roebeleni 
and Gyjyripedium Roebeleni. 

Ahout 1882 he left SandeFs employj and for the rest of bis 
life, except for a binef period in 1884, when he returned to Messrs, 
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Sancler, vvcrked on hia own acconnt 

Afber finally severing liis connection with Messm Saiider, 
Roebelen travelled iiuich in the Eastern Tropics; visiti ng Eorneo, 
Humatra, Java, inany small islands, Burma and Cochm-Ciiina. His 
knowledge of languages, he spoke seven in addition to his niotlier 
tongue, was a great assct in tliese wanderings* He inade Bangkok 
his head-quarters about 1886, but still continued to travel in Siam 
and tlie neighbouring countriea All liis orcbids were sent to 
Londoii, tliere to be sold by auctiom 

Duriog the war Koebelen was iiiterned in India. At the 
conclusion o£ the war lie went to Swibzeilaii(i, and reniained there 
till he was allowed to retiirn to Siam in 1924. 

On his joiiroeyH, whieh were mostly made on foot, he earried 
very little kit and ciieerfully sufJ'ered hardships sucli as few would 
care to face. He nev^er carried a gun or other weapon, laaintaining 
that if one did no harm to the wild beaats they would do no harm 
in retnrm On one oceasion, while lie was out for aii ev^ening walk 
in Eangkok near Wat Poli, a ruffiaii gave liiin a hlovv^ on tiie iiead 
and made aw^a}?^ witli liis liat, Instead of rnnning after the man 
or calling for help, he simply saiJ '' I am safer arnong the wild 
beasts and I am goiug to the jungle.'' Next morning he was off 

lloebeleii left Bangkok, for what piovcd to be iiis lasb 
journey, on 15th Novemher 1926, goiiig hy rail to Koratj thence 
ou foot for fifteen days to Nawng Kai, Froni Nawng Kai he pro- 
ceeded to Wieng Chan (Vientiano). He started from AVieng Chau 
on Deceinber 9th in tbe direction of Chieng Kwang, through a very 
moautaiaous country. Ou Jaauary 6tli lie collapsed, and was car- 
ried imconseious to a village, where he died the next day. 

As is usual with plant lumterSj Roebelen did not give away 
the exact localities of his finds, He had, however, very kindly 
promised to give any assistance lie could with regard to the loeal- 
ities of his Siamese planfcs, but the end came before this enquiry 
was imdertaken. Uufortunately, too, all his diaries, nianuscripts 
and photographic negativ^es have beeii losk 

One of the best known of his discoveries made after comiiig 
to Bangkok was PhoQniQ&Roehdeni, whicli lie found in French Laos, 
on the banks of the Nam U. This locality J\e reaehed by a 25 days 
marcli from Chieograi He made several joui'neys there. At first 
he could find no seeds aiid had to dig up living plants; later he 
found that liis palni seedecl in tlie rairis. At one time it was thought 
tliat Phoenim RoebeUni inight be a Siamese plant, but so far there 
is no evidence tiiat it is to be found within Siamese territory, ex- 
cepting tlie obviously erroneous statement ahout it in Mr. Graham’s 
“ Siarn/' There are, liowev^er, some undoubtedly Siamese species 
whicli were first deseribecl frorn plants sent home hy Roebelen. Ben- 
dvohinm FvkdTichsianum, the subject of a note in the last number 
of this Supiilement, was ono of tliem; Er ia iTilamellata, deseribed by 
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fche late Mi\ Rolfe, waa anofcher* The Eria is notecl as coiTiiiig froni 
Baiigkok, its exacfc locality has yet to be cliscovcrcti It ispi’obable 
fcbat RkynchosUjlis coelestis, one of fche few ouchids witli blne 
colotii'ing, which was described by EeicheDbacli in 1885 from speci- 
mens senfc from Siain, was also one o£ Koebelen's plants, bnt thcre 
is no reference at hand to conhrrn fchis* 

For inosfc of the above information aboufc Mr. Koebeleu’s life 
and fcravels ^ve arc indebted to his son, Liiang Saner Baclianabakya. 

A. K, 

SiR Hakold Lyle, 

The news of tlie lamented deafchof Sir Harold Lyle reached iis 
fcoo late fco prepare an adcqnate accounfc of his coDfcribufciona to the 
zoology of SianL We hope to be able fco do so in our next number. 

Proceediiigs of tlie Section. 

9TIL OrDINAIIY GeNERAL MBEriNG, 

Tlua was lield on June 9fclL iii the Couneil lloom of the 
Vajiravudh National Library, kindiy placed at tlie disposal of tlie 
Society for the occasioii by fclic Council of tbe Eoyal Institnfce. I[is 
Majesty the King, the Patron of tbe Society, witJi Her Majesty the 
Queen, bonoured tlie Soeiety witli their presance. Tliere were 
assembled to nieet their Majesfcies: H. R IL Prinee Dainrongj Pro- 
sidenfc of tlie Couneil of bhe Eoyal Instifcute of Literatiue, Areiiaeolo- 
gy and Fine Arts^ aiid Vice-Patron of tlie Siam Society; H. R H. 
fche Prince of Kambeang Bejra, Honorary Vice-President of tbe Siain 
Sociefcy; IL H. Prince Bidyalankarana, Vice-President of tbe Eoyal 
Institutc and Honorary Meinber of the Siani Society; il. H. Prince 
Dhani Nivat, incmber oE fclie Gouncil of the Eoyal Instifcute and 
inember of tbe Council o£ tJie Siain Society; ProL G, Coedès, Presi- 
denfc of fcJie Siam Society and tlie Council of the Siam Society. 

Prof. G, Coedès opened the proceeding's with an address of 
of welcome to theiu Majesties. 

Major W. E. S. LadcJl lcctured on Paddy Pests in Siam, 
ilJustratcd with show cases indicating various stages in tlie Jife 
histories oE the inaects eoncerned. J)i\ T. F. Morrison spoke on (1) 
tJie electric organs of tlie ray fisli (2 ) accessory breathing organs of 
the climbing perclT and walking cat-iish (3) the pelvic girdJe and 
Jimbs of the pyfchoii, illustrated by museum specimens. Mr. A. 
Marcan exhibited some Siamese plants and dealfc with their applica- 
tion to gardenmg, Dr. A. Kerr exhibited a peculiar genus of evil smell- 
ing plants, {AmoTplwphalhis), a sfcrange paiasitic iiower {llaffi.esia), 
and Siamcse roek plants. Dr. Morrison's and Mr. Marean's papers 
■were illustrated with lantern slides, the lanterii being mampulatcd 
by Mi\ NeiJsoii. 

After a sJiort interval for refreslimonfcs a paper on “ Wild 


